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R alph Gene Christensen, 90, passed away peacefully in his home on the evening

of January 31, 2023 surrounded by family. He was born in Moscow, Idaho on
March 22, 1932 to Bernice Taylor and Chester Wayne Christensen. Ralph will be

remembered as a beloved husband, father, grandfather, great-grandfather, friend

and veteran who loved his country.

Ralph was the oldest of four children and loved his siblings, Colleen, Mark and Dianne. He spent

his early years in Idaho and Colorado, until his father moved the family to Detroit, Michigan
where Ralph enjoyed playing football, basketball and ran track for his school teams.

Upon graduation, Ralph left for Utah to attend Brigham Young University. On college break he

spent a summer working at the Cadillac Motor Company. He enlisted in the Air Force and later
joined the Navy and completed flight training. During the Korean War, he served for four years

on active duty spending time in Florida, Okinawa, Japan and the Philippines. Twelve additional
years were spent in the ready reserves. He retired as a Major in the Marine Corps. He served his
country with honor and pride and was often wearing a military veteran baseball cap.

In 1959 he graduated from BYU with a degree in Microbiology. He took a job in Sacramento,
California working as a public health microbiologist. This is where he met his sweetheart, Janice at
a church Halloween dance. Their whirlwind romance led to marriage on August 17,1960 where

they were sealed in the Salt Lake Temple. They spent their early years of marriage in California,
until he accepted a job at the Detroit City Health Department in Michigan. He was later hired by

the US Public Health Service to do pollution studies on the Great Lakes and welcomed two
children, Brad and Judy Lynn.

Ralph exemplified a strong work ethic which he passed on to his children. In 1968 he was hired by

the US Environmental Protection Agency in water pollution control where he played a major role
in the cleanup of the Great Lakes. The family moved to Chicago, Illinois where they added two
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more children, Lori and Greg and would spend the next 22 years. Ralph loved his time in
Chicago.

Ralph served in many capacities as a member of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints.
He served as a bishop and high-councilor. He was an avid scout leader and was a recipient of the

distinguished Silver Beaver Award. He also served as Executive Secretary to four bishops and
enjoyed two stake missions. Directing and playing music in church meetings became a favorite
calling. His beautiful choir voice could be heard from the back of the chapel. Serving the

members of his ward and community provided him great joy.

In November 1990, Ralph retired and moved with Janice to Huntsville, Utah to be closer to family.

They would spend the next 30 years in their beautiful home that was built on 6 acres. He planted
and hand watered 96 trees on their lane and was delighted when his grandchildren joined him for
lunch. He raised calves, sang in quartets and enjoyed serving in the Ogden Temple as an

Ordinance worker.

Ralph and Janice sold their Huntsville home in 2019 and downsized to a wonderful community in
Pleasant Grove, Utah. He enjoyed going on walks around the oval with his great-grandchildren

and watching his grandchildren raise their families. You could always find him enjoying a sports
game or watching the digital picture frame of changing photos posted by family members. Ralph

had many hobbies including ping-pong and writing poetry. He had a quick wit and fun sense of
humor. He enjoyed dancing, playing the piano, harmonica and ukulele. His famous homemade
spaghetti sauce was requested often by family. He could drive for hours across the countryside

listening to his favorite country music artists. Ralph enjoyed a good Snickers bar and always had
extra to share.

The joy of Ralph’s life was his family. He is survived by his wife Janice; four children: Brad (Alison)
Christensen, Judy Lynn (Kerry) Duffy, Lori (Dana) Facemyer and Greg Christensen; 11
grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren, with 2 on the way; and his sister Dianne (Arthur) Clarke.

A visitation will be held Tuesday, February 7, 2023 from 10-11:30 am at the Grove 8th ward chapel
located at 1136 West 700 South, Pleasant Grove, UT. There will be a graveside service at Camp

Williams.
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The family would like to express their sincere thanks to DIGNITY Home Health Hospice for their
loving care of Ralph. In lieu of flowers, those who desire may make a donation to their local VA in

his memory.

Please visit https://www.premierfuneral.com/obituaries/ to leave a memory.
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Cemetery Details

Utah Veterans Memorial Park

17111 South Camp Williams Road, Riverton Utah

84065
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MW Michelle Wood sent a virtual gift in honor of Ralph.

Our deepest condolences to Ralph's family. In lieu of flowers we've donated to

Wounded Warriors in memory of Ralph. Love.....LeRoy, Gary and Kenneth

Meenderink.

February 6 at 1:24 PM

JO Jean Osborne posted:

What a wonderful life Ralph had! I always enjoyed my visits with him whenever I went to Utah. We

talked about family. And music. And we tried to solve the world's problems. He was wise, gentle, and

kind. I loved him and will miss him.

February 6 at 7:07 AM

MC Myrna Christensen posted:

When Ralph and Jan lived in Chicago they were out place to celebrate Thanksgiving. For 20 years we

drove to Chicago to enjoy several days of family fun. Jan always planned a wonderful meal and we

looked forward to receiving Ralph's call early in the fall inviting us. Ralph often took us downtown

Chicago to museums and other attractions in the area. We missed the opportunity to be with them

when Ralph retired and they moved to Huntsville.

February 5 at 12:35 PM
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Tribute Wall Ralph Gene Christensen
MAR  22, 1932 - JAN  31, 2023

Jilly Beans shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

My grandfather was the best person I knew! He taught me about dedication and

work ethic & always reminded me to stay kind. As a young child, my grandparents

dedicated many years of their lives to raise my brother and I. I am beyond spoiled

with beautiful memories… my brother & I bringing him lunch in the red wagon as he

would water the trees. Sitting at the dining room table, teaching me how to read and spell. As a little

girl, I used to always complain when my grandmother would do my hair. My grandfather used to

always remind me how he wished he had hair as long and thick as mine to protect his “ cold, bald

head”, I remember once a mean dog was chasing my brother and I down the lane, my grandfather

came out of nowhere, like a knight and shining armor on the back porch with a BB gun, Needless to

say the dog no longer chased us. once when we were young we all went on vacation … well my

brother, and I decided it was a good idea to take the camp rowboat and surprise my grandfather, with

how many fish we could catch. I believe that was the only time I ever saw my grandfather upset, as we

surprised him with many many dead fish… It was my first real lesson my grandfather taught us on the

value of life. I remember my grandfather taking me to the hardware store to buy everything to finish

the playhouse. Waiting for what felt like an eternity for him to lay the grass carpet. I remember

watching him contact the music in church And oh man do I am remember how good my grandpas

spaghetti was…it made around my mouth burn in the best possible way. I spent many years watching

my grandfather, nurture and care for his beautiful Huntsville property. Countless and countless nights

sitting on the swingset, watching the sun, go down in the west singing hymns. The property that gave

me a safe haven as a child and as a an adult, my grandfather built a serenity & strength inside of me

that I will be able to cherish for the rest of my life. I love you, Grandpa I love you so much! Thank you

for showing this world what beauty truly means. Thank you for giving me the strength i need everyday

to conquer my own demons. You are the best man I have ever known and I truly do hope that my sons

grow to be like you and I truly cannot wait until we meet again. Peter & I love you, Grandpa. ❤️❤️❤️

February 4 at 8:59 AM

CI Cindy posted:

Ralph was a wonderful home teacher. He never missed a month and he always had a message for

our family. We love Janice and Ralph. We have missed you in our ward.Love, Mike and Cindy

Hillstrom Family

February 4 at 4:56 PM

PF Peyten Facemyer shared 5 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

On 11/11/22 at our wedding- grandpas youngest grand. Grateful he was there with

us!

February 4 at 8:59 AM
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Tribute Wall Ralph Gene Christensen
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PF Peyten Facemyer shared 4 photos to the Tribute Wall album.

Love you grandpa!!

February 4 at 8:59 AM
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Jilly Beans shared 3 photos to the Tribute Wall album. February 4 at 7:03 PM
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PF Peyten Facemyer shared 5 photos to the Tribute Wall album. February 4 at 12:51 PM
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Memories only last if you share them
Join us in honoring Ralph by contributing to a collection of shared memories.
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